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LINDLEY PLOTTED THE TOWN

OF CARSON IN 1904.



April 08, 2005

Ms. Tina C. Bartley
Administrative Assistant
Columbia Gorge Interpretive Center Museum
P O Box 396

Stevenson, WA 98648

Dear Tina,

I have enclosed CD pictures of the Carson Post Office in about 1904. The original
photo I copied is in the What Cheer Museum, Iowa, which is near the extinct town
of Coal Creek. Coal Creek is where my grandmother and her family lived.

On the CD is a copy of my great-great- grandmother and grandfather (Joshua and
Lydia Smith). The 50th wedding anniversary photo of Joshua and Lydia was taken in
Carson as it was only two years later that Lydia died. Lydia is buried in Eyman ceme-
tery in Carson, and along side her is Lindley's first wife (Carl's Mother) Maggie, but I
have not be able to locate where Joshua is buried.

The CD contains a photo of Lydia and Joshua's son Lindley T. Smith and his sec-
ond wife Lizzie Carver Ellsbury and his third wife Mary Parsons. Lindley, Lizzie and
Mary are all buried in Park Hill Cemetery in Vancouver, WA. On the Microsoft Word
document, I have mislabeled Lizzie and put Maggie instead. At the time I did not
know that Lindley had been married three times. Lizzie was an oil painter and
according to the Pioneer Newspaper, had several paintings around town. As of yet,
I've found no other information on the paintings.

In the History of Skamania County, by Joe Gregorius, it states that Lindley platted
the town of Carson in 1904.

There is a copy of Lindley's only son Carl B. Smith. Carl grew up in Carson and
learned the mercantile business growing up in the Post Office/Store. Herb Hamblen
remembers when Carl returned to Carson for a visit in 1963/1964. Herb now owns
the old Post Office building. Herb and Carl had a lot in common because they both
grew up in a mercantile store.

Hope some of this makes sense and that you can use any of the information. 
Sincerely,

Charles V. Dimon
Ste #3 PMB 353 11 SOS. 
Colony Way Palmer, 
AK 99645-6967
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OBITUARY — SKAMANIA COUNTY PIONEER, OCT. 25, 1906

LYDIA W. TODD SMITH
LydIa W. Todd and Shannon Todd twins, children of Elisha and Sallie Todd were

born  in Belmont county, Ohio, June 14, 1832.
Lydia W. was married to Joshua Smith June 14, 1854, in Friends church, at

Springdale, Ia,, since which she and her husband have lived principally at Coal
Creek and Thornburg, la., and Whittier, Calif. Removing from the last named place in
the spring of 1900 to be near their son, who lives at Carson, Wash., they bought a
piece of land and proceeded to make a new home, where they celebrated their gold-
en wedding June 14, 1904, both enjoying both enjoying very good health at that time.

Last spring it was decided that they should not live alone any longer, so their
son. L. T. Smith, built a new house in which they were to  live with him and their
grandson Carl. They were not yet fully settled in their new home when Grandma, by
which she was known, was compelled to keep her bed from senile debility, sleeping
a large portion of the time, suffering no pain, making no complaint, she quietly
closed a long and useful life at 12:30 a.m. October 14, 1906. Funeral services were
conducted by Rev. Rigby at Carson schoolhouse, at 2 p.m., Oct. 15th Her remains
were laid to rest in Carson cemetery, near the grave of her daughter-in-law, Maggie L.
Smith.

Her children were Lindley T., of Carson; Elizabeth, deceased, and Sadie T., of Los
Angeles, Calif. Her grandchildren are Mrs. Eva Price, What Cheer, Iowa, Mrs. Lydia
May Diman, Clay Center, Kan., and Carl B. Smith of Carson.

Her husband, Joshua Smith, still survived at the age of 77. At last account, her
twin brother was still living.

(NOTES:
(Lindley T. Smith was postmaster at Carson from May 6, 1900 to June 28, 1909.

His son, Carl Smith, became postmaster at Carson on Dec. 13, 1913.
(One living: Ruby Burdette Smith, b. 12 Mar. 1913; r.: Carson, WA.; f.: Carl B.

Smith, b. Iowa, age 28; occupation, railroad; m. Hattie Talbot, b. WA., age 19, J. M.
Bulla, M.D.

(Lydia W. Smith, 74, 1832-14 Oct. 1906, buried at Eyman Cemetery, Carson.)
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Lindley and Lizzie Smith. Lindley was postmaster at Carson from May 6, 1900 to
June 28, 1909. Lindley was born in Iowa and he was the son of Joshua and Lydia W.
Todd. Lizzie was an oil painter and according to the Skamania County Pioneer had
several paintings around town.  Lindley, Lizzie and Lindley’s third wife Mary are all
buried in Park Hill Cemetery in Vancouver.  Joe Gregorius, in The History of
Skamania County, states that Lindley plotted the town of Carson in 1904.                  
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Lydia W. Todd Smith and her twin Shannon were born June 14, 1832 in Belmont
County, Ohio. Lydia is the mother of Lindley Smith, early Carson postmaster. Lydia
married Joshua Smith June 14, 1854 in Friends church in Springdale, Iowa. The cou-
ple moved to Carson in 1900 and bought a piece of land and celebrated their 50th
wedding anniversary on June 14, 1904. Lydia passed away on Oct. 14, 1906, and is
buried in the Eyeman Cemetery in Carson near the grave of her daughter-in-law
Maggie L. Smith.
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Joshua Smith, father of Lindley Smith, Carson Postmaster from 1900 to 1909. Joshua
was born May 18, 1829 in Ohio, and married Lydia W. Todd on June 14, 1854. The
couple lived in Coal Creek and Thornburg, Iowa, before moving to Whittier,
California. In the spring of 1900 the couple moved to Carson to be with their son
Lindley and wife Lizzie. Joshua passed away sometime before 1910.
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Family of Joshua and Lydia Todd Smith gather for their 50th wedding anniversary on
June 14, 1904, in Carson. Joshua and Lydia are sitting in the middle of the first row.
Others are not identified.
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Nice formal photo of Lindley and Lizzie Smith in Carson. Lindley was Carson
Postmaster from 1900 to 1909.

Carson Postoffice, c.
1900. Lindley Smith
was postmaster from
1900 to 1909, and
his son Carl B.
Smith was  post-
master in 1913.
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Carl B. Smith, son of Lindley and Lizzie Smith. He was born in 1885 in Iowa, and
moved with his parents to Carson in 1900. Thirteen years laster at the age of 29, Carl
became postmaster of Carson Postoffice, serving in the same position that his father
held from 1900 to 1909. Carl grew up in Carsaon and learned the mercntile business
at the Post Office/Store.
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GENEALOGY FAMILY SHEET FOR

JOSHUA SMITH - 5-18-1829
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AHNENTAGEL

GENEALOGY FAMILY SHEET FOR

JOSHUA SMITH - 5-18-1829

Lindley and Lizzie Smith — 14



Lindley and Lizzie Smith — 15



Lindley and Lizzie Smith — 16



Lindley and Lizzie Smith — 17



Lindley and Lizzie Smith — 18



Lindley and Lizzie Smith — 19



Lindley and Lizzie Smith — 20



Lindley and Lizzie Smith — 21



GENEALOGY FAMILY SHEET - FULL

JOSHUA SMITH
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1860 FEDERAL CENSUS - IOWA

HOUSEHOLD OF JOSHUA SMITH
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1870 FEDERAL CENSUS - IOWA

HOUSEHOLD OF JOSHUA SMITH
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1880 FEDERAL CENSUS - IOWA

HOUSEHOLD OF JOSHUA SMITH
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1880 FEDERAL CENSUS - IOWA

HOUSEHOLD OF LYDIA W. SMITH
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1880 FEDERAL CENSUS - IOWA

HOUSEHOLD OF JOSHUA SMITH
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1880 FEDERAL CENSUS - IOWA

HOUSEHOLD OF JOSHUA SMITH
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1900 FEDERAL CENSUS - 

WIND RIVER PRECINCT

HOUSEHOLD OF JOSHUA SMITH
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1900 FEDERAL CENSUS - 

WIND RIVER PRECINCT

HOUSEHOLD OF JOSHUA SMITH
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1900 FEDERAL CENSUS - 

WIND RIVER PRECINCT

HOUSEHOLD OF LINDLEY SMITH
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1900 FEDERAL CENSUS - 

WIND RIVER PRECINCT

HOUSEHOLD OF JOSHUA SMITH
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GENEALOGY FAMILY SHEET

LYDIA W. TODD (SMITH)
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DUANE FUNK GENEALOGY FAMILY SHEET

JOSHUA SMITH
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