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Information gathered from their son, E.P .Ash Jr, in 1965

Elmer Preston Ash, Sr. (“E P”)
(parents: Simons Ash & Nancy Hooper)
Born: 22 Feb. 1863, Franklin, Maine
Married: 1859 to Elizabeth “Nellie” Black in Cascade Locks, OR
Died 7 Feb. 1921, Stevenson, WA
Buried in Cascade Locks, OR

E. P. was raised in Maine.  He became a logger and moved to Washington at age
23 as a woodsman.  He opened a general store in 1888 at age 25.  He was given fish by
local Indians which he shipped to Cascade Locks where they were shipped to Denver .
His partner , Brent, drank and business became poor.  

He moved to Cascade Locks and formed Black & Ash General Store with William
Black.  He married Black’s daughter and they raised their children in Cascade Locks.
In 1904 he moved to Stevenson and opened a general Store with John Attwell.  A t one
time, he saved the Stevenson Bank from bankruptcy with $30,000 and became an hon -
orary President of the Bank. There is a photo of him in his 1909 Buick (3/8” ratchet,
$1500) at the opening of the Columbia River Highway .  At that time there were only
two cars in Stevenson.  He smoked pretty heavily and died of a heart attack in the doc -
tor’s office at age 58.

E. P.’s father was Simons Ash, born 1838 in F ranklin, Maine.  He raised his fam -
ily in W est Sullivan, Hancock Co, Maine.  He and Nancy raised three sons: Elmer
Preston Ash, Willie M. Ash (b.1871, never married), and Herbert A. Ash born 1879
(married, no children).  

Simons was descended from Robert Ash who was born in South Goldsboro,
Maine in 1704.  Robert’s parents arrived in Maine from New Brunswick circa 1680-
1700.  Robert’s father was a fur trapper , and either he or Robert may have married an
Indian and had the first white child in the village.  (EP , the storyteller told this story
with a twinkle in his eye, and we were never sure if he was serious or not.)  There are
some Ash graves in Bar Harbor, Maine.  

E. P.’s mother was Nancy Hooper, born 1840 in Maine.  Her father was Alonzo
Hooper.  Her mother was Barbara Havey, son of Daniel Havey born in Ireland.  Nancy
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Hooper had seven sisters (one married a Patton, one a Welch, one a Pillsbury)

Elizabeth Black (Nellie)
Born in Massachusetts
Died circa 1924 on the way from Ilwaco, W A to Portland, OR
Buried in Cascade Locks

Nellie was five feet tall with coal black hair .  She was very quiet and hard to get
to know.  She always wore high col -
lars.  After the death of her husband
she lived for three years in Ilwaco, W A
in the same apartment building that
her brother lived in.

Nellie’s father was Robert
William Black born ca. 1832 in
Massachusetts and married in MA.
(Robert was the son of Elizabeth
Ramsey who was born & married in
Scotland. She and her husband
brought their children from Scotland
to New England.)  obert was born and
raised in MA.  He moved several times
from MA to CT , married, and had five
children. (Three died young, Nellie
and her older brother , William W allace
Black survived.)  Robert was drafted in
1863 and served with the 6th Mass.
Heavy Artillery in New Orleans.
“Copperheads” (Southern sympathiz -
ers) were place aboard a ship and he
guarded them near New York and later
near New Orleans.  In 1866 he moved
to San Francisco where he work ed as a
blacksmith. In 1870 he moved to
Nevada where he was a blacksmith for the Central P acific (later the Union P acific)
Railroad.  In 1881 he moved to Wallula, W A, then in 1883 to Cascade Locks with his
wife, son and daughter .

Nellie’s brother , William W allace Black, went to Me xico and married. His wife
died. He went to South America and married a Me xican-Italian. One child was born
and died young. He returned to Ilwaco, W A.

Elizabeth “Nellie” Black, 1924.
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Nellie’s mother was Ellen Elizabeth McK enzie born ca 1830 in Scotland, had
about 10 siblings, married in Scotland, and died in Cascade Locks, OR. There was a
photo of her among E. P. Ash Jr’s papers. Ellen’s father was Hugh McKenzie, a cabinet
maker; he died in Scotland at age 53. Her mother was Mary W ilson, born in Scotland.
After Hugh’s death she went to New Orleans with her seven children (about four
stayed in Scotland), and converted to the Mormon faith. She had $11,000 stolen. She
took her children to New England and raised them there.

E. P. and Nellie had three children:

1.  Elmer Preston Ash, Jr, born 23 August 1890 in Cascade Locks, OR; died 11
Oct. 1970 in Stevenson, WA; buried in Stevenson, W A.  Married 25 A ugust
1914 to Gertrude Edna Baldwin (1890-1970).  They had two children:

A. Robert Preston Ash, Sr. born 16 April 1916 in P ortland, Oregon; married
2 December 1939 to Elizabeth Jean Robertson in Spokane, WA; died 22
May 1977 in Vancouver, WA; buried at W illamette National Cemetery ,
Portland, OR.  They had one child:

1) Robert Preston Ash, Jr. born 12 January 1941.  Married Katharine
Cornell Harper 18 April 1965.  They had 2 children:

a) Jennifer Lane Ash Born 30 July 1969, married Wesley Ray
Peterson.  They had 2 sons:

i. Eric Wesley Peterson born 16 October 1999.
ii. Ian Harper Peterson born 1 November 2003.

b) Edward Preston Ash born 12 November 1971 married Jamie
Ann Sk aluba 29 September 2007.

B. Lowell Elmer Ash born 5 July 1924 in Oakland, C A; married 25 January
1944 in Portland, OR to Dolores May Siefer (b. 12 May 1926, d. 10 A ug.
1998);  He married Donna Jean Douthit 16 October 1999 in Beaverton, OR
(Donna’s first husband was James Waugh); Lowell died 3 Oct. 2005.
Buried in IOOF Cemetery in Stevenson, W A.  Lowell and Dee had three
sons:

1) Timothy Lowell Ash born 22 April 1946; married 29 June 1968 to
Jennifer Sue Hyatt, divorced: 1972; married 27 April 1977 to
Jeanne Ann Bradley, divorced; married Shawne Bordeaux. They
had two children (children at U of AZ in 2007).  He changed his
name to “Ashe”. 
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1) Matthew Ashe.
2) Whitney Ashe. 

2) David Edwin Ash born 10 March 1950; married K athy Lynn Abelt
1 May 1982; divorced; married 15 December 1990 to Shawn
Bleichner .  They had 2 children:

1) Jessica Hayley Ash born 12 September 1992.
2) Michael David Ash born 29 December 1995.

3)  Michael Preston Ash born 10 March 1950, died 13 March 1950.

2. Elizabeth “Bessie” Ash born circa 1898 in Cascade Locks, Oregon.  She had
“sleeping sickness” as a child; married T ilman Young circa 1920.  They
raised their children in Stevenson.  

A.  George Young, unmarried.
B.  Edith Young.
C. Elizabeth Young married first to Howard Humpage and had one child,

Daniel.  Married second to Dale Mansur and had three children: Scott,
Sally, and Lisa.

D. Nellie Young married Robert Kennedy, had two children.  Living in Sedro 
Wooley, WA in 1965.

E. John Young, unmarried.
F. Emily Young, died in infancy .

3. Hazel Ash, died at 2½ years of Scarlet Fever.

Elmer Preston Ash, Jr. and Gertrude Edna Baldwin

By Katharine Harper Ash - 2008
Information gathered from P res, Gertrude and their children in 1965

Elmer Preston Ash, Jr (Pres, Popsey) 
(Parents: Elmer Preston Ash, Sr. and Elizabeth “Nellie” Black)
Born 23 August 1890, Cascade Locks, OR.
Married 25 A ugust 1914 to Gertrude Edna Baldwin in her parents’ home two
miles north of Stevenson, W A
Died 11 October 1970 at home in Stevenson, WA.
Burial 14 October 1970 in IOOF Cemetery , Stevenson, WA.
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Pres was born and raised in Cascade Locks, Oregon and moved with his family
to Stevenson, WA in 1904 when he was 14 years old. W e worked in his father’s gener-
al store there until his father’s death in 1921. A t that time he became owner and man -
aged the store with two clerks until WWII. During and after the war he and his wife,
Gertrude, ran the store alone. He was industrious, honest and kind. He let many peo -
ple run up bills during the depression and WWII. Most repaid him eventually . He
retired from the store in 1963 due to a triple hernia, and lameness caused by peripher -
al nerve trouble in his knees. The store had been open 50 years under E. P. Ash, Sr. and
Jr. when Pres closed it.

Pres loved the outdoors, the trees, the woods, and the Columbia Gor ge. He knew
the history of the Gor ge well, and enjoyed sharing stories about it. As a young man, he
spent a year surveying in the woods and look ed back fondly on those times. He was
kind, gentle, warm, congenial, a natural storyteller , and enjoyed telling a good jok e. A
friend remembers him sitting on the counter in his store laughing and visiting with
friends. He was a friend to everyone.

Gertrude Edna Baldwin (Gertrude, Nanee) 
(parents: Frank Baldwin and Henrietta Jane W ood).
Born 20 May 1894 in

Portland, OR (records destroyed in a
Portland fire).

Died 21 March 1991 in
Stevenson, WA at home.

Burial in IOOF Cemetery in
Stevenson, WA.

Gertrude was raised in
Portland, Oregon and Stevenson, WA.
She was a quiet, modest, gentle, soft-
spoken Lady. She always kept the
books for her husband’s general store
on Russell Street. She ran the store
alone for three months when he went
to the Mayo Clinic in 1963. She
enjoyed cooking, canning, preserving
gardening (both vegetables and flow -
ers), and especially loved her Peace
Hybrid T ea roses.  She was a long-
standing member of a bridge group.  

She kept a sparkling house at #17 R ussell Street, a block up the street from their
store.  She did chores and gardened in the morning and cook ed the big meal of the day

E. P., Jr., and Gertrude Ash, c. 1950.
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at noon. Then she dressed for the afternoon to shop, do errands or play bridge with her
friends. She always wore a dress and never left her house without a hat and gloves.
Her posture was erect and she cut quite a figure in Stevenson.  

Please see Stevenson Memories by Robert P reston Ash, Jar, August, 2004 for
more information on P res and Gertrude Ash.

Preston and Gertrude had two children:
1. Robert Preston Ash, Sr. born 16 April

1916 in Portland, Oregon; married 2
December 1939 to Elizabeth Jean
Robertson in Spokane, WA; died 22
May 1977 in Vancouver, WA; buried at
Willamette National Cemetery ,
Portland, OR. They had one child:

A. Robert Preston Ash, Jr. born 12
January 1941.  Married Katharine Cornell 

Harper 18 April 1965.  They had 2
children:

1) Jennifer Lane Ash Born 30 July
1969 married Wesley Ray
Peterson.  They had 2 sons:

a. Eric Wesley Peterson
born 16 October 1999

b. Ian Harper Peterson born
1 November 2003

2) Edward Preston Ash born 12 November 1971 married Jamie Ann
Skaluba 29 September 2007.

2. Lowell Elmer Ash born 5 July 1924 in Oakland, C A; married 25 January 1944
in Portland, OR to Dolores May Siefer (b. 12 May 1926, d. 10 A ug. 1998);  He
married Donna Jean Douthit 16 October 1999 in Beaverton, OR (Donna’s first
husband was James Waugh); Lowell died 3 Oct. 2005. Buried in IOOF
Cemetery in Stevenson, WA.  Lowell and Dee had three sons:

A. Timothy Lowell Ash born 22 April 1946; married 29 June 1968 to Jennifer
Sue Hyatt, divorced, 1972; married 27 April 1977 to Jeanne Ann Bradley ,
divorced; married Shawne Bordeaux. They had two children (children at
U of AZ in 2007). He changed his name to “ Ashe”. 

1) Matthew Ashe.

Gertrude Ash holding son Robert, 6 weeks, 1916.
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2) Whitney Ashe. 

B. David Edwin Ash born 10 March 1950; married K athy Lynn Abelt 1 May
1982; divorced; married 15 December 1990 to Shawn Bleichner . They
had 2 children:

1) Jessica Hayley Ash born 12 September 1992.
2) Michael David Ash born 29 December 1995.

C. Michael Preston Ash born 10 March 1950, died 13 March 1950.

Frank Baldwin and Henrietta Jane W ood

By Katharine Harper Ash - 2008
Information from Gertrude Baldwin Ash and EP Ash, Jr in 1965

Frank Baldwin
(Father: Thomas Baldwin).

Advertisement that ran in the Skamania County Pioneer .
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Born 21 June 1868 in Canada - of Scottish heritage.
Married in Canada to Henrietta Jane Wood.
Died in 1962 at 93 years of age.

Frank was 6’ 1½” tall with ramrod-straight posture, brown hair , a good sense of
humor and a twinkle in his eye. He had 1000 head of cattle in the Canadian Northwest
Territories. He left them with a friend while he married and went on a honeymoon to
WA state. The friend let all the cattle freeze and starve.

He held several jobs in the Portland, OR area and became Superintendent of
Overhead Power Construction in P ortland. In 1908 (40 years old) he moved to a timber
ranch three miles above Stevenson, WA. His son, Norman, cut timber on the ranch.  He
had a large garden of both  flowers and vegetables. He enjoyed biographies and non-
fiction and read quite a bit. He was separated from his wife for 30 years before he
retired and they were reunited in A uburn, W A in 1960. He gave up smoking and drink -
ing and became a Seventh Day Adventist ten years before his death. He didn ’t want to
live alone any longer . Henrietta rejoined him in Stevenson, W A.

Frank’s father was Thomas Baldwin , born in Canada of Scottish descent.
Frank’s mother was an Irish redhead. Thomas and his wife had 8 children (birth order
random)

1) Thomas, Jr.
2) Daniel.
3) Agnes.
4) Dr. Margaret Baldwin; practiced medicine 30 years in a British compound

in Hong Kong.
5) Vesta; practitioner of Christian Science.
6) Jennie; very smart, superintendent of public schools in Dallas, T exas,

until she retired. She traveled alone from T exas to Seattle at age 86.
7) Belle.
8) Frank.

Henrietta Jane Wood (Hetty)
Born 5 December (ca.1875) in Liverpool, England.
Died (ca. 1960) at the age of 85.

Henrietta was raised in Chester, England, on the River Dee. Her parents had a
big brick house with a cook, gardener and maid. She never had to do any work grow -
ing up. She had one sister, Gertrude, and no brothers. Gertrude, Henrietta and their
mother all ultimately died of bronchial pneumonia. A t 17 she moved from England to
Canada, planning to stay one year. She married Frank Baldwin and they settled in the
U.S. She had a deep feeling for the Royal family and considered England “home”, but
became a U.S. citizen.  
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Henrietta was quite serious and romantic. She learned violin as a girl and lik ed
to read.  In the US she learned to cook, sew and can. She and Frank had five children.
About 1916 she was a governess for the two children of a wealthy Eastern family in
Hood River. During her separation from F rank she work ed in California with the
Seventh Day Adventists.  

Frank and Henrietta had five children:

1. Gertrude Edna Baldwin born 20 May 1894 in P ortland, Oregon; married 25
August 1914 in Stevenson, WA to Elmer Preston Ash, Jr; died 21 March 1990
in Stevenson, WA. They had two sons; (please see E. P. Ash, Jr and Gertrude
Edna Baldwin paper .)

2. Norman Baldwin born 1896 in P ortland, OR.  Married in Canada to Ethel and
had two daughters. Married second to L ucille and had one daughter (who
married, moved to Canada, and had three children.) Norman and L ucille
owned the Eugene Leather Goods Store, then moved to Canada. They retired
to Portland, OR. He has pernicious anemia.

3. Edith Olive Baldwin born 1898 in Pittsbur gh, PA; married in P ortland, OR,
died 1968 in Paradise, CA. She was a Seventh Day Adventist minister . Her
two sons are also ministers. Stanley married Barbara Androos, they had two
boys and then adopted a girl. Elman married June Coffey , they adopted  two
children.

4. Alice Baldwin born 1902, a twin; in W amic, OR. Contracted spinal meningi -
tis at age 2.  Died 1974.

5. Mary Baldwin born 1902, a twin, in W amic, OR; She was 5’ 10” tall with fiery
red hair. She married Willard Pitts and had three children that they raised in
Tacoma, WA: (Rachel had one daughter; Morris had two sons that were killed
with him in an airplane crash; Richard had one daughter , Claudia). Mary
was widowed, then married Albert Green; she married third ___. She work ed
in New York doing Mary Green Bible work for four years after her husband’s
death.  She died of cancer in 1968 in Carmichael, C A.
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Gertrude Ash enjoying a
quiet moment at her home

in Stevenson.

Pres Ash, Jr . “holds up” sign that marks the lake named for his
family . Lake is west of S tevenson.

E. P. Ash, 6 years old, 



Stevenson, Washington is in the heart of the beautiful Columbia Gor ge, a deep
cut through the Cascade mountain range. The Bridge of the Gods spans the Columbia
River, and Cascade Locks is on the far side in Oregon. The Gorge has over a dozen
major waterfalls, and many more during the spring thaw , a time of fresh, light green
leaves and catkins hanging from trees, wild iris, poppies, lupine, and Queen Anne’s
lace. Summer brings hot, dry east winds funneled through the Gor ge. Fall is beautiful
with changing colors on the trees. Sailboarders flock to the area to catch the great
breezes in spring, summer, and fall. To live in the Columbia Gor ge is to be isolated by
snow and black ice several times each winter , cut off from P ortland to the west and
Hood River to the east. However, when the roads are open, the waterfalls are made
even more dramatic by their white spray frozen in lacy patterns on the sheer cliff faces
— all the more visible because the trees are bare. Cold, icy east winds blow westward
from the interior .

Stevenson was a small lumber town (Hegewald L umber had the last big mill in
town) built on a wide spot in the Gor ge. It spilled down the hill to the river and is the
Skamania County Seat. During the 1980’s and 1990’s it had a population of about 800,
Traffic has to slow to 25 MPH through the 4-5 blocks of town. The main intersection
was Highway 14 and Russell Street. The county courthouse covers most of the “zero”
block on the East side of Russell, Nanee and Popsey’s home was #17 (second from cor -
ner) on the West side, facing the courthouse. Popsey’s store was mid “100” block on the
courthouse side of Russell and across the highway. Nanee and Popsey (Gertrude Edna
Ash and Elmer Preston Ash, Jr) raised their family in Stevenson. She was known as
Gertrude and he as Pres to their friends.

When I visited as boy in the 1940’s and ‘50’s, I loved walking down to P opsey’s
store a block away from their home. P opsey had worked there for his father , and took
over as owner upon his father’s death. Popsey was a kind, gentle, generous man, and
loved to talk about his family and the history of the gor ge. He always made me feel wel-
come, and gave me attention.

The store was a two-story brick building with a covered wooden porch that cov -
ered the sidewalk. White wood pillars supported the porch and shaded the big glass
windows and double doors that swung in. Upstairs were apartments that were never
in use during my time. It was a general store with practical merchandise for working
families. Inside were long wood counters with solid fronts running down each side of
the store. Shelves behind them reached very high, and upper shelves had to be reached
with the help of a ladder (I preferred to simply climb the shelves). He sold work
clothes, overalls, tools, notions, groceries and fresh meat, bolts of fabric, zippers, rib -
bons, and thread in a wonderful spool case. I remember a saddle, too. People went to

STEVENSON MEMORIES

ROBERT PRESTON ASH, JR.
August, 2004
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Portland for fancy clothes, toys, and furniture. The store is now an antiques and col -
lectibles store, rented from my uncle.

He had a big, handsome mechanical cash register, silver gilt with a marble shelf
beneath the keys. Back in the office was a roll top desk and an old “model- one” adding
machine with a vertical row of 10 k eys for each number. You’d punch in a number and
pull a long lever . The machine was about 12”x18”x12” high and sat on a rack that was
at least 4’ tall. He took it home once a month for Nanee to do the billing. During the
depression and war he let his neighbors run lar ge tabs and never said anything if they
couldn ’t pay their bills. Nanee said later that he k ept many families going during the
depression. He never spoke of it.

The nursery
His roll top desk was full of cubby -holes and papers. Once, I was snooping

through the desk and found a great wad of shredded paper (old bills?) in the upper
right drawer . I removed some of it and found a little mother mouse and her mouse pup -
pies. I went to tell P opsey. He said, “Did you put the paper back? OK. Then close the
drawer and leave her alone.”

A treasure hunt
Once, when I arrived at the store on a visit, he told me that there was some

change he’d dropped under the counter . If I wanted to, I could go under there and pick
it up and k eep it. There was a lot of change. I realized (much) later , that the floor was
clean and looked freshly swept, undoubtedly so I wouldn ’t get in trouble with my
mother. The tradition continued on subsequent visits.

Where there’s smok e . . .
One day I was playing with Sk ookie Keller in the trenches under the floor at the

back of the store. It was a cool hideout. W e were camping, so we built a little campfire.
Smoke seeped up through the floorboards and Popsey came to investigate. We had a
most serious discussion with P opsey; and I got a hiding later from my mother . Popsey
had warned me to stay away from Sk ookie and some other boys he called, “bad actors.”
This reinforced the lesson. The K ellers ran an appliance store.

On the beach
Stevenson had a civic pool, but on one visit, P opsey took me swimming at the

Stevenson Beach on the Columbia River. Then, it was sandy with beach grasses above
the high water line and a gradual slope into the river . We stayed pretty close to shore,
since Popsey warned us not to let the water get above our waists. A fter the swim, we
built a small campfire, roasted hot dogs and marshmallows. W e stayed well past dark.
Sometimes I would go down there with my friends to collect cattails and soak them in
kerosene to make “torches” — just lik e they had in the movies. I don ’t remember that
we ever lit them. Now the sand is gone, the gradient much sharper and the shore is rip-
rapped to accommodate the sternwheeler. Guess that’s progress.
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Rock Crick (Creek)
Several times Popsey and I walk ed up Rock Creek, a couple blocks away. He

loved the woods, trees and creek, but wasn’t a fisherman (could not bear with recre -
ational life-taking). There were a couple good pools up in the creek that we kids swam
in. Other than the river , I don’t remember Popsey getting in water any deeper than the
tub at home. Over Rock Creek was the site of the Skamania County Fair. They had a
penny toss that I soon learned was not a good way to mak e money. There were carni -
val games and rides and critter barns.

Vision quest
On at least two occasions, we crossed the river in the truck and drove up into

the woods above Cascade Locks. We hiked above the tree line where he showed me
stone squares, like the foundation of a small shed might be. He told me it was within
these little stone walls that Indian boys stayed without food or water as part of becom -
ing recognized as men in their tribes. If he knew the term “vision quest” he didn ’t use
it. Since the Indians had given him the name “ Tee Nus Blueback”, I wonder . if he had
undergone the ritual. I never thought to ask.

Meal plans
Popsey went home for dinner each noon, then took a one-hour nap and returned

to the store. I was pretty put out that I had to rest, too. It really was a dinner, too, in
the farm-sense. We had a light meal in the evening. This regime took some getting used
to for a city kid. He loved to tak e the whole family for a “big feed” once each visit. W e’d
go to The Charburger in Cascade Locks across The Bridge of the Gods or up to Hood
River.

#17 Russell Street
Popsey and Nanee lived in a light gray shingled house at #17 R ussell Street. It

was half a block up from the highway on the west side of the street. A covered porch
with a tongue and groove deck ran the full length of the front with three steps down to
the walk. It had two stories with three dormered bedrooms and a bath upstairs, and a
full basement for storage. The main floor had a good-sized living room, dining room,
kitchen and bedroom — all with high ceilings. The door and window frames were
lovely, dark mahogany. Nanee kept them and the hardwood floors polished and gleam -
ing. Once a year she stripped the linoleum kitchen floor and re-varnished it — she was
proud of its high polish. Outside was a detached garage.

Nanee was a dear, gracious lady. Her nickname for me was “Bobbity ”. She did
her housework in the morning, prepared a lar ge dinner at noon, rested, and had her
afternoons for social activities, bridge, shopping, etc. She dressed nicely whenever she
left the house. Her hair was in two long braids in big coils on each side of her head.
She brushed it 100 times morning and night and applied Merle Norman face cream
morning and night. I don ’t think I ever accompanied her on her afternoons, since I had
to “help” P opsey.

Nanee loved her garden. It had a bed of about a dozen rose bushes, mostly
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“Peace”. She had lilacs beside the back door, many iris between the grass and the drive -
way (planted by her son, Bob), hydrangeas, a big pink cherry tree at the end of the front
porch, and a huge forsythia bush in back. Everyone driving into town from the W est
admired the forsythia. It was lik e a great yellow blaze when seen from the highway .
She loved to cut and “ force” some forsythia to bloom inside early every spring. She
also loved to float a 15” glass bowl of solid P eace rose blooms.

Toll road
My first commercial enterprise took place on the sidewalk in front of their

house. I must have been about six years old. I found an oar beside the house, leaned
one end on the three-foot tall cement gate post, and the other on the fender of P opsey’s
La Salle sedan. This created a tollgate lik e the one I’d seen on the Bridge of the Gods.
I charged people 2 cents apiece to pass on the sidewalk. One of my “customers” was
the judge. Most paid willingly , but someone called Popsey at the store. He was most
hard put to k eep a straight face as he explained to me why I couldn ’t set up a toll-booth
on the public sidewalk.

Sleeping arrangements
Nanee slept downstairs in a double bed and P opsey, a bodacious snorer, slept

upstairs in his double bed with a pistol (.32 Colt P ocket Model) under his pillow . He
apparently took somebody ’s threat on his life seriously . He also had a .30-’30 in the
closet and a .32 wheel gun in Lowell’s old room. Lowell’s room was ne xt to his and
about the same size. Dad’s room was smaller, but that’s the one I got! Sometimes he’d
come in and tell me stories. My favorites were “ Androcles and the Lion ” and “All Baba
and the Forty Thieves”

On Sundays he brought Nanee her coffee, crawled into her bed and they read
the paper and talk ed.

The neighbors
The house above them on the corner had a huge tree, and an “approved” play -

mate for swimming, hiking, etc.
Next door to the south was the Stevenson Library , then The Skamania County

Pioneer newspaper office (The pressroom was my favorite place and I visited it at least
once every trip), the theatre, and a tavern on the corner . Then you crossed Hwy 14, and
Popsey’s store was in the next block on the east side of the street. The US Post Office
is now adjacent on a lot Popsey sold them. It was a pretty good deal for him because it
increased foot traffic past the store and was closer for him to get his mail than the old
one had been. Across the street was a rooming house. On the SW comer of the next
intersection on R ussell was the old Stevenson Bank owned by John A ttwell. P opsey’s
father, E. P. Ash, once saved the bank from bankruptcy with $30,000 and became an
honorary President of the Bank.

At the end of that block with the bank are the tracks of the Burlington Northern
Santa Fe (BNSF). Beyond them and down the slope is the Stevenson Landing on the
river . The Stern-wheeler docks there. A comple x of vacation rentals (very nice), sits
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just to the West, now catering to the wind-surfers. The river had and has a fair amount
of barges carrying grains from the dry land wheat farms in the east to P ortland and the
Pacific Ocean.

The cemetery
The Stevenson Cemetery is half a mile east of town on the Highway 14. It was

developed either by the Oddfellow ’s Lodge or the Fellowship of Eagles, and sits
between the railroad tracks and the river on a hill with a beautiful view of the
Columbia. The Ash Family Plot is surrounded by a three-foot, white cinder block wall
enclosing an area about 15 or 20 feet square. I was about 8 or 9 when Popsey first took
me to visit it. W e looked at all the graves and he told me about his father . His father
settled and work ed first in Cascade Locks. Popsey took me across the river to see where
his house used to stand.

Family graves in the Ash Family Plot in 2004: 
* E. P. Ash 1863-1921 (Sr. - Popsey’s father) 
* Father (??)
* E. Preston Ash 1890-1970 A Friend to Man (Jr. - Popsey)
* Gertrude E. Ash May 20, 1894 - Mar. 21, 1990 A Gracious Lady Always

(Nanee)
* Emily M. Y oung Oct. 4, 1937 (Popsey’s niece, died in infan -

cy) 
* Our Baby - Michael P reston Ash 

Mar. 10, 1950 - Mar. 13 Son of Lowell & Dolores Ash
* Dolores Ash “Dee” 1926-1998 Courageous, loving wife and

mother (Lowell’s first wife)

Elmer Preston Ash, Sr. and Elizabeth "Nellie" Black

By Katharine Harper Ash - 2008
Information gathered from their son, E. P Ash Jr ., in 1965.

Elmer Preston Ash, Sr. ("E. P.")
(parents: Simons Ash & Nancy Hooper)
Born: 22 Feb. 1863, Franklin, Maine
Married: 1859 to Elizabeth "Nellie" Black in Cascade Locks, OR
Died 7 Feb. 1921, Stevenson, WA
Buried in Cascade Locks, OR

E. P. was raised in Maine.  He became a logger and moved to Washington at age
23 as a woodsman.  He opened a general store in 1888 at age 25.  He was given fish by
local Indians which he shipped to Cascade Locks where they were shipped to Denver .
His partner , Brent, drank and business became poor.  
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He moved to Cascade Locks and formed Black & Ash General Store with William
Black.  He married Black's daughter and they raised their children in Cascade Locks.
In 1904 he moved to Stevenson and opened a general Store with John Attwell.  A t one
time, he saved the Stevenson Bank from bankruptcy with $30,000 and became an hon -
orary President of the Bank. There is a photo of him in his 1909 Buick (3/8" ratchet,
$1500) at the opening of the Columbia River Highway .  At that time there were only
two cars in Stevenson.  He smoked pretty heavily and died of a heart attack in the doc -
tor's office at age 58.

E. P.'s father was Simons Ash, born 1838 in Franklin, Maine.  He raised his fam -
ily in W est Sullivan, Hancock Co, Maine.  He and Nancy raised three sons: Elmer
Preston Ash, Willie M. Ash (b.1871, never married), and Herbert A. Ash born 1879
(married, no children).  

Simons was descended from Robert Ash who was born in South Goldsboro,
Maine in 1704.  Robert's parents arrived in Maine from New Brunswick circa 1680-
1700.  Robert's father was a fur trapper, and either he or Robert may have married an
Indian and had the first white child in the village.  (E. P ., the storyteller told this story
with a twinkle in his eye, and we were never sure if he was serious or not.)  There are
some Ash graves in Bar Harbor, Maine.  

E. P.'s mother was Nancy Hooper, born 1840 in Maine.  Her father was Alonzo
Hooper.  Her mother was Barbara Havey, son of Daniel Havey born in Ireland.  Nancy
Hooper had seven sisters (one married a Patton, one a Welch, one a Pillsbury)

Elizabeth Black (Nellie)
Born in Massachusetts
Died circa 1924 on the way from Ilwaco, W A to Portland, OR
Buried in Cascade Locks

Nellie was five feet tall with coal black hair .  She was very quiet and hard to get
to know.  She always wore high collars.  A fter the death of her husband she lived for
three years in Ilwaco, W A in the same apartment building that her brother lived in.

Nellie's father was Robert William Black born ca. 1832 in Massachusetts and
married in MA.  (R obert was the son of Elizabeth Ramsey who was born and married
in Scotland. She and her husband brought their children from Scotland to New
England.)   Robert was born and raised in Maine.  He moved several times from Maine
to Connecticut, married, and had five children. (Three died young, Nellie and her older
brother, William W allace Black survived.)  Robert was drafted in 1863 and served with
the 6th Mass. Heavy Artillery in New Orleans. "Copperheads" (Southern sympathizers)
were place aboard a ship and he guarded them near New York and later near New
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Orleans.  In 1866 he moved to San Francisco where he work ed as a blacksmith.  In
1870 he moved to Nevada where he was a blacksmith for the Central P acific (later the
Union Pacific) Railroad.  In 1881 he moved to W allula, W A, then in 1883 to Cascade
Locks with his wife, son and daughter .

Nellie's brother , William W allace Black, went to Me xico and married.  His wife
died.  He went to South America and married a Me xican-Italian.  One child was born
and died young.  He returned to Ilwaco, W A.

Nellie's mother was Ellen Elizabeth McK enzi, born ca 1830 in Scotland, had
about 10 siblings, married in Scotland, and died in Cascade Locks, OR.  There was a
photo of her among E. P. Ash Jr's papers.  Ellen's father was Hugh McKenzie, a cabinet
maker; he died in Scotland at age 53.  Her mother was Mary W ilson, born in Scotland.
After Hugh's death she went to New Orleans with her seven children (about four
stayed in Scotland), and converted to the Mormon faith.  She had $11,000 stolen.  She
took her children to New England and raised them there.

E. P. and Nellie had three children:

1.  Elmer Preston Ash, Jr, born 23 August 1890 in Cascade Locks, OR; died 11
Oct. 1970 in Stevenson, WA; buried in Stevenson, W A.  Married 25 A ugust
1914 to Gertrude Edna Baldwin (1890-1970).  They had two children:

A. Robert Preston Ash, Sr. born 16 April 1916 in P ortland, Oregon; married
2 December 1939 to Elizabeth Jean Robertson in Spokane, WA; died 22
May 1977 in Vancouver, WA; buried at W illamette National Cemetery ,
Portland, OR.  They had one child:

1) Robert Preston Ash, Jr. born 12 January 1941.  Married Katharine 
Cornell Harper 18 April 1965.  They had 2 children:

a) Jennifer Lane Ash Born 30 July 1969, married Wesley Ray Peterson.  They
had 2 sons:

i. Eric Wesley Peterson born 16 October 1999
ii. Ian Harper Peterson born 1 November 2003

b) Edward Preston Ash born 12 November 1971 married Jamie 
Ann Sk aluba 29 September 2007.

B.  Lowell Elmer Ash born 5 July 1924 in Oakland, C A; married 25 January 1944 
in Portland, OR to Dolores May Siefer (b. 12 May 1926, d. 10 A ug. 1998);  He 
married Donna Jean Douthit 16 October 1999 in Beaverton, OR (Donna's first 
husband was James Waugh); Lowell died 3 Oct. 2005.  Buried in IOOF 
Cemetery in Stevenson, WA.  Lowell and Dee had three sons:
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1) Timothy Lowell Ash born 22 April 1946; married 29 June 1968 to Jennifer
Sue Hyatt, divorced ~1972; married 27 April 1977 to Jeanne Ann Bradley , divorced;
married Shawne Bordeaux.  They had two children (children at U of AZ in 2007).  He
changed his name to "Ashe". 

1) Matthew Ashe
2) Whitney Ashe 

2) David Edwin Ash born 10 March 1950; married K athy Lynn Abelt 1 May
1982; divorced; married 15 December 1990 to Shawn Bleichner .  They
had 2 children:
1) Jessica Hayley Ash born 12 September 1992
2) Michael David Ash born 29 December 1995

3).  Michael Preston Ash born 10 March 1950, died 13 March 1950

2.  Elizabeth "Bessie" Ash born circa 1898 in Cascade Locks, Oregon.  She had
"sleeping sickness" as a child married Tilman Young circa 1920.  They
raisedtheir children in Stevenson.  

A.  George Young, unmarried
B.  Edith Young
C.  Elizabeth Young married first to Howard Humpage and had one child,

Daniel.  Married second to Dale Mansur and had three children: Scott,
Sally, and Lisa.

D.  Nellie Young married Robert Kennedy, had two children.  Living in Sedro
Wooley, WA in 1965.

E.  John Young, unmarried
F.  Emily Young, died in infancy

3.  Hazel Ash, died at 2 ½ years of Scarlet Fever.
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