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NORTHWEST ‘HISTORY’ RECENT

Pioneer Promoter Recalls Days Selling ‘Wilderness’
Of Columbia’s North Bank, Dream of Bridge of Gods
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George Y. Moody displays large drawing of proposed Bridge of the Gods, dating
from days when Moody and others promoted such a development for Columbia
River at Cascade Locks near Stevenson. (Columbian Photo)

By TED VAN ARSDOL
WASHOUGAL — A large

drawing of a bridge in a spectac-
ular location, with a  handful of
promotional pamphlets from
earlier days are reminders of a
busy life that  included work on
varied developments on the
north side of the Columbia River
gorge.

George Y. Moody, 80, of
Washougal, who had been
retired from the real estate busi-
ness for a year, is the owner of
the momentoes.

Long Active
Moody, a resident here since

1908, is one of the original pro-
moters of the Bridge of the Gods,
was active in hot springs devel-
opments in Skamania County
and the sale of the township of
North Bonneville, and was the
first president of the North Bank
Highway Association around
1920 when he was one of the

leaders in early boosting of what
is now the Lewis and Clark
Highway (Highway 14).

The drawing of the Bridge of
the Gods, dating from a time
when it was only a dream, hangs
on a wall of the office which
Moody still occupies at 2004 B.
St.

Explaining why the bridge
had been promoted, Moody
said, “we tried to get travel on
this side of the Columbia as
much as possible.” In addition,
the Washougal man was always
interested in “anything that
looked like a progressive set-
up.”

Moody is the only surviving
member of the group of five
trustees of the Bridge of the
Gods Corp. listed in a prospec-
tus which the Washougal man
still retains. He provided most of
the prospectus pictures, adver-
tising north bank recreational

and scenic attractions including
Biddle’s Butte (now Beacon
Rock), Shipherd’s Mineral
Springs and Moffett’s Hot
Springs.

Name Changed
Moffett’s Hot Springs is

called Bonneville Hot Springs
now, and St. Martin’s has pur-
chased the Shipherd’s property.

Trustees of the Bridge of the
Gods Corp., in addition to
Moody, were J. R. Harvey,
Vancouver, A. L. Miller,
Vancouver, and George S. Allen.
Allen had a service station at
Fisher’s (Vancouver). There
were some other stockholders,
including John Wager and John
Dickson of Vancouver. Most of
the stockholders had only small
amounts.

“We sold stock up and down
the river,” Moody recalled.

The bridge, to be built at the
narrowest part of the Gorge, was



to link Cascade Locks and the
Stevenson area. North Bonne-
ville wasn’t in existence at that
time.

Natural Span?
In this same area, Indian leg-

end stated, a bridge had once
spanned the ancient river before
being tumbled by an earth-
quake. the pospectus said of this
bridge:

“In a romance of Indian
Oregon the bridge is pictured as
a great natural bridge, a rugged
ridge of stone pierced with a
wide arched tunnel through
which the river flowed, extend-
ing across the river. It was cov-
ered with stunted pine and
underbrush growing in every
nook, and crevice; and on it
were Indian horsemen with
plumed hair and rude lances. It
was the bridge of the Wauna, the
Bridge of the Gods, a symbol of
the power of the Willamette,
whose great chief was
Multnomah”

According to the prospectus,
the modern bridge would “con-
nect the famous Columbia
Highway and the North Bank
Highway and furnish a complet-
ed link in a loop drive of about
one hundred miles forming a
“Century Drive’ of continuous
panoramic beauty and splen-
dor.”

The bridge plan was author-
ized by Congress in February,
1920, and plans were given in
detail at a hearing called by the
Army Engineers in December
1920 at Portland. A bid call was
announced late in 1921 and at
that time it was estimated that
the total cost of the span would
be $450,000.

One Pier Erected
Moody said one pier actually

was built on the Oregon side,
and that the bridge promoters
got a judgment for pier location

on the  Washington side. but
there was “a little depression”
about this time, and the corpora-
tion sold out to the Wauna Toll
Bridge Co. of Walla Walla,
which was also involved in the
Pasco-Kennewick bridge on the
mid-Columbia. 

Wauna completed the bridge
about 1926 at an estimated cost
of $480,000.

Development of a north bank
highway coincided with the
bridge promotion. The bridge
prospectus states:

“The North Bank Highway is
being rapidly improved and a
good substantial road is soon to
be completed; the recent session
of the Washington Legislature
appropriated $460,000 for the
improvement of this road . . . the
road is now paved to Camas
except for a short distance . . .”

Moody recalled days of peti-
tion — circulating and contacts
with the county commissioners
in efforts to improve the grav-
eled road between Vancouver
and Washougal.

Was President
He was elected president of

the North Bank Highway
Association when it was organ-
ized about 1920, and Allen was
picked as secretary. Arthur
Thayer of Camas followed
Moody as president. The
Washougal man continued in
highway promotion for several
years. 

The Association was “turned
over to Stevenson,” Moody said.
As one piece of the road was
completed, the area to the east
got more interested in finishing
up the missing link — “it was
their job to go on.”

Miller and Wilkinson had a
majority interest in the
Shipherd Hot Springs at Carson,
and John Wilkinson and Moody
operated the springs for a while.

Moody said Shipherd’s was
built around 1900 by a traveling
salesman from Portland, and
that he brought recreationists up
the river on the steamboat in the
days before the Spokane,
Portland and Seattle railway.
They were conveyed in horse-
drawn bus from the landing to
the hotel, which was about one-
fourth mile above the present St.
Martin’s.

Brochure Old
The Washougal man still has

a brochure for Shipherd’s Hot
Springs, which was termed
“Columbia River’s most popular
health and pleasure resort.” The
80-room hotel on the Wind
River was listed as having “mod-
ernly equipped bath house,
adjoining the hotel, with lady
and men attendants, a compe-
tent nurse and an experienced
masseur,” also first-class dining
room, cottages and camping
privileges.

The hotel burned about
1930.

Moody also was an owner
and was president of the Moffett
Hot Springs Corp., which
owned 700 acres at the North
Bonneville townsite. Other offi-
cials of the corporation, as listed
in a news story for 1933, were
John Wilkinson, Vancouver
attorney, secretary-treasurer,
Dorr Keasey of Portland, James
Padden, Vancouver merchant,
and E. M. Blurrock of
Vancouver, former banker, direc-
tors.

Fifteen cottages and a new
bathhouse were constructed at
the hot springs during construc-
tion of Bonneville Dam.

New stories of October 1933
tell of a new wooden town —
North Bonneville — “in the
making.” Lots were being sold at
the time, and temporary frame
buildings were being construct-
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ed. Only four years of life
seemed to be assured at that
time, according to news reports,
but the town promoters were
moving ahead.

With the exceptions of a few
individuals, the land at the
townsite was owned by the
Moffett Hot Springs Corp.

Moody said North Bonne-
ville was the only place on the
Columbia River where a town-
site was permitted within two
and one-half miles of federal
construction.

About 30 years were needed
to “clean up on the tag ends” of
sales in the North Bonneville
area.

Included in Moody’s pam-
phlet and brochure collection is
one issued after Bonneville con-
struction by the Mid-Columbia
Chamber of Commerce suggest-
ing that people “see the
Columbia Gorge and Bonneville
Dam where the West’s scenic
center becomes the nation’s
power center.” The headquar-
ters of the Chamber was listed
as Vancouver.

Moody’s family came to the
Pacific Northwest in 1884 from
Maine, where Moody was born
in 1883, and lived at several
places including Hood River
before moving to Washougal.

Saw Clearing
The family was in Hood

River starting about 1894, and
Moody recalls looking across
the river and seeing smoke ris-
ing where land was being
cleared at Underwood Heights.

At that time, he said, straw-
berries were the main crop and
they were raised along the river
and creeks on both sides. Moody
worked for 25 cents a day and
his dinner, planting strawber-
ries. There wasn’t water for hin-
terland developments —
orchards were poorly cared for

and not prominent at the time.
Moody first came to Wash-

ougal in 1908 following comple-
tion of the SP&S. He opened a
real estate office and his father,
George J. Moody, opened a law
office.

There was 12-foot county
road in those days and “no trav-
el,” as there were no cars. Auto
stages were in use later.
Steamboats still were operating,
although they went more for
freight business following com-
pletion of the railroad.

All Logged Off
The timber between the old

business district and what is
now the One-Stop Shopping
Center had been cut about 1906
or 1907 and that area had been
burned over. Several other busi-
ness buildings were located
along the street, including the
10-room Commercial Hotel and
a brick bank, when Moody
moved into a building now
occupied by a jewelry store west
of his present location.

Washougal and Camas con-
sisted of mostly frame buildings
then, and the Camas paper mill
was “a little dinky” operation in
comparison with its present
scope.

The community got a boost
in 1910 when a woolen mill
moved here from the Grande
Ronde Valley of eastern Oregon.
John Ough donated two acres
for the mill, and the townspeo-
ple “dug up” $18,000 to help
move the mill, Moody recalled.
This is the present Washougal
Woolen Mill.

Selling farms was the main
real estate business then, and
$3,500 would buy “about as
good a house as the town had.”

Ad Enthused
In an ad in the Coast

Magazine of April, 1909, Lee
and Moody, “real estate and

loans,” boosted Washougal
Valley as “the home of the apple,
cherry, prune, walnut and pear.”
According to the ad, the valley
was “the natural dairy country
with mild winters, pure water, a
luxuriant growth of grasses and
vegetable — only 27 miles from
Portland with unsurpassed rail
and steamer connections.”

Other businesses of
Washougal at the time, as adver-
tising in the same issue of The
Coast were: Nagel and Dibble,
general merchandise; Wash-
ougal Drug store, J. A. Allquist,
proprietor; Columbia Condens-
ed Milk Co.; Hill and Ramsey,
livery, feed and transfer; Clarke
County Bank, C. M. Keep, presi-
dent; the Washougal Hotel;
William Rich, hardware dealer;
Cottrell Manufacturing Co.;
Washougal Dairy and Land Co.;
Wright and Roley, pool and bil-
liard parlors; A. W. Greenman &
Sons, Farmers’ Exchange; H. H.
Carpenter, general merchandise;
and Farmers Restaurant and
News Stand.

Hardy Souls Wanted
In those earliest days of

Moody’s sojourn in Washougal,
the Commercial Club was adver-
tising for men who wanted to
carve out a farm from virgin
soil” and manufacturers looking
for waterfront “sites for
sawmills which cannot be sur-
passed.” There was a pioneer
restlessness in the air in
Washougal, and one phase of
this soon manifested itself in the
transportation field. “We wanted
a road, a good road,” said
Moody, who had the second
auto in the town. That and other
developments were to come, but
they all needed years of work
and promotion by the men of th
north bank of the Columbia,
years that now belong to history.
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Much of George Moody’s life went
into the city of Washougal, in the early
years of its growth. George arrived here
on Dec. 22, 1908 when the village
boasted little more than a town pump, a
band stand and no band.

George was born July 15, 1883 in
Augusta, Maine and his family came to
the Northwest the next year, in 1884.

His father opened a law office in
Washougal, to be followed by his two
sons, George and Cub. The boys had
been shingle weavers in a little town
west of Aberdeen, Wash. For the read-
er’s information, a shingle weaver is
one who packs shingles in those neat
bundles you see in lumber yards.
Weavers were a tough as steaks from an
18 year old steer raised on a diet of
sagebrush.

They are all Republicans.
Nevertheless, George bore the indeli-

ble stamp of a gentleman. At the age of
25 he was elected to the state legisla-
ture, and served on the city council.

Having entered the real estate busi-
ness, he immediately became a devel-
oper. His first project was the 20-acre
Riverside addition to the City of
Washougal.

With John Wilkinson, he bought the
Hot Springs near the present
Bonneville Dam and laid out the town-
site of Moffett Springs.

He was one of the original incorpora-
tors of the Bridge of the Gods project to

put a steel span across the Columbia
river, above the present dam-site.

In discussing the promotion of this
bridge, he relates an incident, which
emphasizes the shifting nature of the
land in that area.

To get a charter, it was necessary to
give an exhaustive survey of the site,
showing all the original survey corners.

Considerable time was lost in look-
ing for a corner next to the river.

When it was finally found it had
shifted 100 feet from the original loca-
tion.

This unusual feature of shifting land
in that area has remained an unsolved
mystery.

The Union Pacific railroad must
needs move its tracks from one to three
feet a year to keep it in line.

A man bought a home site behind
North Bonneville, because of the beau-
tiful lake it contained. Within two years
the lake had moved on to another man’s
property. George sold another individ-
ual some land with a lake.

The ground began moving and the
lake disappeared.

But back to Washougal. I came here
as a permanent resident in 1930. I
remember distinctly the big iron stove
in George’s office.

It was warm, comfortable and there
were always congenial visitors present.
Most of these were Republicans.

In fact they were only two active
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Democrats in Washougal at the time.
Jim Farmer and the writer.
Jim was postmaster at the time, there

being a national democratic administra-
tion. The position of postmaster in that
early day, was sort of a sinecure for
aging members of a political party.

He was not the educated community
leader and public relations expert to
occupy that position today.

In those days a postmaster’s primary
activity was to sit. 

The more shine he developed on the
seat of his pants and the baggier his
knees, the more he was keeping the tra-
ditions of the office. Yes, sir, Jim was no
exception. But a finer old man was hard
to find.

The ranks of old timers who gath-
ered to share the hospitality of
George’s office has been reduced to
just a few.

But to those of us who gathered by
the old iron stove, they were good days.
As George says, things were less com-
plicated.

Life was simpler and the competition
for status was a minor factor. The
women folks did their washing in a gal-
vanized tub while the men whittled
around the fire and settled points of
politics and theology.

They were good days.
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GEORGE MOODY, pioneer realtor of Camas-
Washougal area now living in Camas Inn,
was one of three original developers who
started Bridge of the Gods across Columbia.
He arrived in Washougal Dec. 22, 1908. Born
July 15, 1883 in Maine, George’s family came
west in 1884. Bill Perry in Perryodicals col-
umn this week remembers friendly iron stove
in Realtor Moody’s office long ago.

—Post Record photo.


